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by Its votaries. Saint Bartholomew's Day and the massa-
cres at Kishineff, to take example from a long catalogue of
events dishonoring to Christianity, constitute a direct denial
of this ideal. What shall we say of the massacres of Adana,
when within a few days at least 12,000 men, women, and
children of the district were murdered with unspeakable
horrors; when this slaughter was sometimes preceded by a
sermon in the mosque, and often accompanied, by cries on
the prophet and curses upon Christianity? The answer is
by no means simple. It must not be forgotten that, while
the fanaticism of the people was doubtless utilized, those
massacres are supposed to have formed but a part of that
counter-revolution started by 'Abdul-Hamfd, in a last des-
perate attempt to retain his sovereignty;1 it must not be
forgotten that agents of the reaction terrified the people by
insinuating the conviction that the Moslem supremacy was
threatened by the Armenians, color being given to this in-
sinuation by the actions of a few hare-brained Armenian
revolutionists; it must not be forgotten that the ingrained
passions of cruelty and greed and lust are bound to rage in
any uncontrolled mob when once it has become inflamed;
it must not be forgotten that the Sheikh-uI-Islam, the relig-
1The Armenian massacres of 1895-6, in which 100,000 people were
butchered, were arranged and ordered by the central government at
Constantinople. At this time the province of Adana was not affected.
After the Adana massacres of 1908, stories were afloat in different
centres of Asia Minor and Syria, telling of orders from Constantinople
for the massacre of Christians which were sot aside by the local authori-
ties, civil or military. None of these stories has, as far as 1 am aware,
been authenticated, but not all have been disproved. The parliamen-
tary committee, consisting of three young Turks and two Armenians,
sent to investigate the Adana massacre, in spite of their predisposition
to accept evidence implicating the old sultan, failed entirely to find
this. Dr. Shepard, of 'Aintab (see article in the "Journal of Race De-
velopment," January, 1911, p. 339), states that seventy Moslems were
hanged for killing Christians in the general uprising. The same writer
says of the massacre (p. 327): "It seems to have been a spontaneous
local outbreak, and its only connection with 'AbduI-Hamtd wan that
when the reactionaries got the welcome news that he wan again in the
saddle, they thought that by the massacre of Armeniarw they could
feed fat their ancient grudge, enrich themselves, and at the Home time
ingratiate themselves with the sultan."

